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DOT Dockets Unit, Plaza 401
U.S. Department of Transportation
400 Seventh Street, S. W.
Washington, DC 20590-000  1

RE: Pipeline Safety: Enhanced Safety and Environmental Protection for Gas
Transmission and Hazardous Liquid Pipelines in High Consequence Areas
Docket No. RSPA-99-6355 - 3 5

Dear Sir/Madam:

Southwest Gas Corporation (Southwest) is a natural gas local distribution
company serving over 1.2 million customers in Arizona, California and Nevada
and operates approximately 1,422 miles of transmission and 6,3 52 miles of
distribution pipelines.

As a result of the public meeting concerning this docket, Southwest is submitting
the following additional comments. Southwest agrees with the foundation of the
presentations made by INGA and AGA in that existing regulations are
accomplishing the same goal as the proposed rulemaking - making pipelines
safer. As such, the proposed rulemaking will not result in improving the safety of
pipeline operations.

The Accountable Pipeline Safety and Partnership Act of 1996 required OPS to
establish and implement the Pipeline Risk Management Demonstration Program.
OPS has currently approved twelve demonstration projects with selected
operators. This work is not completed, therefore, it would be in the best interest
of the pipeline operators and OPS to complete the work of the program prior to
enacting any new regulations intended to accomplish the same goal.

If RSPA/OPS must enact a new regulation, Southwest’s request that the following
items be incorporated:
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1. The new regulation should apply to all Class 3 and Class 4 transmission
pipelines as defined in 49 CFR 192.3.  This will ensure consistency from
state to state on integrity programs.

2. The regulation should explicitly define terms/characteristics that are not
currently identified within the code. For example, during one of the
breakout sessions at the public hearing, proximity to a large body of water
used for transportation or recreation was identified as a characteristic of a
high consequence area. These terms are not currently defined within the
regulations.

3. Any new regulation should be written with performance based language
rather than prescriptive language. This will allow operators to implement
programs that work best for their unique situations, rather than being
restricted to specific actions and tools. Operators should be allowed to
implement the most cost-effective safety processes.

Southwest appreciates this opportunity to submit comments on this issue. If you
have any questions or would like to discuss this subject further, please contact me
at (702)  364-3 167.

Sincerely,

John Clayton
Supervisor/Staff Compliance

c D. Flaten M. Marek
S. Frehse A. Romero
D. Jacobson J . Wunderlin
J. Kane E. Zub
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